MONTAIGNE  AMONG  HIS   BOOKS

grounds unconnected with literature. But Mon-
taigne did not consider himself a competent judge
of the art of Homer; he grasped at the glorious
substance of the Homeric poetry, but was unable
to taste and dwell upon its style with that fine
sense which enjoyed, as the tongue enjoys some
exquisite fruit, the savour and flavour of Virgil's
verse. The Georgics seemed to him the most
accomplished work in the whole range of poetry.
Of the JEneid he considered the Fifth Book the
most admirable. Lucan he loved, not so much
for his style as for a certain personal worth which
he recognised through the poetry, and for the
truth of his judgments and opinions. Horace
and Catullus he placed in the first rank of lyrical
writers. Among dramatists he assigned the
highest position to Terence, "le bon Terence",
whose delicate mastery of the graces of language
was felt by Montaigne as a merit hardly inferior
to the fidelity and animation with which he rep-
resents the various movements of the soul and
depicts the manners of society. With fine literary
discrimination Montaigne observed that the con-
temporary writers of comedy piled together in-
cidents, intertangling three or four arguments
from Terence or Plautus to make one of their
own, or heaping five or six tales of Boccaccio on
the top one of another, because they could not
rely upon the interest of their art as such;
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